R E V I S E D     B U D G E T     &     N O T E S:
G r o u p   2

	Monthly expense


	Cost
	Notes

	Rent


	$429 a month
	Princeton Villas Apartments at 1700 Chapel Hill Rd. Durham, N.C. with 1 bed and 1 bath. It also includes washer, dryer and laundry mat on site. It is also close to Duke Medical Center. Water & Utility are included with the rent. Moved from 2 bedroom to 1 bedroom, saving about $100/month

	Utilities


	$30 a month 
	The utilities are just the electric bill for the apartment. Only $10 less than before due to smaller size.

	Phone


	$19.88 a month
	Tracfone—each month a minute’s card should be purchased. The card 60 minutes plus double bonus minute’s for up to 90 days. 

	Groceries


	$30 a month
	She is eligible for food stamps in the amount of $526.00 a month. Every two weeks groceries should be purchased for $200.00, leaving $326.00 for the rest of the month. $30.00 a month for things like toilet tissue, shampoo, etc. these are items that food stamps do not cover which can and will be purchased at the Dollar Tree. The money for the items not covered by food stamps has decreased by $10.

	Transportation


	$68.00
	The bus ticket for the whole month is $68 for unlimited rides; Children ride free since they are both under the age of 12. This is the same as before.

	Childcare


	$117.00
	Her daughter will be in childcare from Monday to Friday. This is the same as before.

	Son’s babysitter

	$200.00
	She has a woman who is willing to babysit her son after school for $50 a week, which is an additional $200 she has to come up with. The woman will pick the son up after school and bring him back home when the mother gets off from work. 

	Health

	$ Medicaid
	Her children are eligible for Medicaid, since her income is less than $3052 for a family of three. This stays the same as before.

	Total

	$924.00
	$76 will be left over after all monthly expenses have been paid.


A typical day for this hypothetical person might look like this:
	12:00 AM
	Sleep

	1:00 AM
	Sleep

	2:00 AM
	Sleep

	3:00 AM
	Sleep

	4:00 AM
	Sleep

	5:00 AM
	5:30am wake up and get ready for work.

	6:00 AM
	Wake son up for school, son leaves at 6:30am on the bus for school. Once the son is gone wake daughter up for daycare.

	7:00 AM
	Put daughter on bus for daycare.

	8:00 AM
	Take bus to work, bus ride is only 15 minutes because the apartment is close to work. 

	9:00 AM
	Working.

	10:00 AM
	10:15am first break of the day, which is 15 minutes.

	11:00 AM
	Working.

	12:00 PM
	Lunch at work.

	1:00 PM
	Working.

	2:00 PM
	Working.

	3:00 PM
	3:15pm second break of the day, also call babysitter to make sure son was picked up from school.

	4:00 PM
	Working.

	5:00 PM
	5:30pm leave work and get on bus to go home. Another 15 minute ride. Arrives home earlier because she can go directly home instead of picking son up from school.

	6:00 PM
	Wait for daughter to come home and call babysitter to let her know you’re home so she can bring your son.

	7:00 PM
	Help children do their homework and have dinner.

	8:00 PM
	Give children a bath.

	9:00 PM
	Take children to bed. Clean up after children and get things ready for the next day.

	10:00 PM
	Sleep.

	11:00 PM
	Sleep.


Below is a snapshot of the sacrifices and changes this hypothetical person had to make due to her curveball:


Our hypothetical person, whom we’ve named Sara, is a mother of two, she has a son who is six and a daughter who is four. She has had to move into a one bedroom apartment, so that she could afford to pay a babysitter to watch her son after school. The apartment change has caused her and her children to share a bed and live in a much small living area. The change has also caused a $10 drop in the grocery funds but has also dropped the utility bill. It has also caused her to spend an additional $200 for her son’s babysitter, who will also pick him up from school and watch him at Sara’s apartment until she gets home from work.  This major change was due mainly to the fact that she was late picking her son up from his after school activity more than three times and caused her son to lose his place on the after school program. Spending time with her children is something she is only able to do on the weekends. Unfortunately, that is also the time when she will be buying groceries for the week and getting chores done, like the laundry. 
